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Is 25 
hen ſaid Jeſus, Father Forgive Them, for They know 76 
eas © 7» an Np: 


N this Day the Ble ſſ d Redeemer ef the World, to fulfil the Predicti? 
ons of the. Prophets. rode in Solemotty 10 Feraſalem, accompan'ed {| 
wich the Shouts at d Acclamatiors of the People, proclaiming both his 18 
Majeſty and Divinity. But this ſhort Pon pi was only to 1-ad the faral , / 
Way to his Execution; Hcſarnab to the Son of David was to be chang d Ee 
nee Cee Him, Cruciſie Him + That ungt: teful and ctuæl City, wherenn He went 
aboxt Dorrg Good, and tor the Converſion whereof He had wrought 10 many Miracles, 
\ : 55 2 . . (9154 , 
was now, on the View of irs'1mpendirg Ruin, warer'd with his Teats, Only in order ? 
to be drench'd in his BV; atid that which has been ſo long the Slaughter-houle of 
the Prophets, was io compleat the Meaſure of its Iniqui'y,” by the barbarous Muder 
of the Lait and Greateſ}, the Aeſſiah. For our NMedit-tious upon which mouratul 
Subject the Church having ſer apart this Holy Week, I fnall ereat upon the ſublimeſt 
Act of bis Paſſion, hu irg Frazer cn the Cicfs 310 each us follow the Great LEX am- 
ple of his Humility, Hatience, ud moſt exten five Charixgg . | 
Ir is the peculiac Honc ur and Privilege of that Religion which he thus ſeal'd with | 
his Bived, vcr only to propoſe to the Worid a Body of Laws cxceruipg ail Orhets, 1 
arlüng Human Nature to its higheſt Dignity. and Pet ect on; but allo to prevent, all 
Caviss about the Difficulty of Obedience 1d it, by Appealing to that conſu:nniare and 
v»:hblic Demonſtration of jc in ine Perſen of the Legifiz'or lun ſelf. All othet luiii u- 
tions of Mor. liiy fell as fhort of this Recommendat:on, as even their Com pilers did- 
of thoſe fajvi Rules of Ver ue they er joyn'd the ir Proſelytes. Kn, Moyes, who le- 
ectv'd his Revelation in mediarely from God, whom he had the Honour to converſe 8 
with Fe to Face, ſtands tecorded in his own Hittory for a tad Monument of Hus, aa 4 
Fraijey, an Excepbon to his own meek CharaFery ard as were a Bot upon that Hely 
Table tie himſelf dellver'd. But in the Gel and irs Bl. ſſed Auber ihtic / lhines iu 
a mutual H. mo. y and Conſent, that the LeR i e is alu ys legible in the vetlormance; f 
au 15 4tons are the beſt Comment cn his Religion. He is a Piopher eh in 
Died a in Ho; He is octh the Way aud the Light, the Road and the Gaidr, the 
Mreeept and the Example; in a myſterious Hypoftaite Union, H. niſelf both as God com- 
Tmanding Man, aud as Alan pei fe cy obeying God, As his whoſe Lite was but ore 
continued Proof of the Reaſon and Equity cf his In ju ctici s, fo he ſecmi in his Dea h 
to have cairy'd the Practice of them to the moſt exalied and tranſcendent Puch. 
Here that Patience and Meehneſs, that Hymility and Cendeſcerſion, that Conſlancy and 
Perſererance, that entire Submiſſion to the Divine Wil, that tender Love 10wards the | 
worſt of Enemies in forgiving aud pra; ing for them, which he flriQaly preteribes his 
Followers, vere moſt emireotly conſpicuous in cur Lord and Maficr. | Innocence 
and Verivc never appear with ſuch. Luſtre and Advantage, es when they are ſhaded + 
with Auverficy and Opprefſion. The Cros was the pwoper Place from whence 75” | 
DeFrines were to be deliver'd ; and whilſt Our Saviour hung extended upon it, hie 
Body ſet md to preach 35 e ffectually av his S0; and every viceding Wound pour d 
forth the moſt moving Arguments to recommcud to Ochers that bitter cup, which he 
mielt to plentitully dravk of, Under this humble and moſt ſorrowfot Conaitiesg 
that Human Na. ure loaden unh. the woft en quiſue Pain and Miſery can ſuftain, hie 


a. 


| The Dity of Praying fer our Enemies. | 
gives the Finiſhing-Srrobe (tho' in a d.fferent Senſe) to his Life and Goſpel ar © 
and bequea: hs this Ins Dying Legacy to the World, as the higheſt Ble ſſing He cœu 
leave it, and ihe moſt endearing Viedge of his Love, in this Pathetical Ejaculatio 
for His ifnplacable Murderers ; Father Forgive Them, fer They know not what They di 
Theſe Words may be confider'd nor only in particular, as a Deprecatory Prayer e 
our Bl. fled Lord utter'd on his Crueifixion in Behalf of thoſe malicious Fews, wh 
had now brought hjm to this ignominiaus and undeſerted, tho* meritorzons Death, tha 
God would forgive. them this horrid Fatt, as Sinning ont of Tenarance ; but muſt by 
underfiood in his Example to contain and prefcribe a General Duiy to the Imntatfon o 
All bis Giſtiples, of Praying for their Enemies, at all Times, and under all the me 
| oppreſſive Circumſtances. Which Great and Sublime Duty, as he firſt preach'd it ot 
the Mount, and now pradis'd it on the Croſs, being the Pet foction of 2 
nancd the moſt ckvatcd Strain of Heroic Piety, fir to crown, and conclude the Lite 
| _ and Actions of the World's Redeemer, 1 ſhall from hence endeavour to ſtate, ex 
| / plain, and enforce from aldthe nioſt weighty Motive and Arguments it is built upot 
"A | | | e dy 7 
I. Fir, I ſhall ſhewwherein the Duty of Prayins for our Enemies conſiſts, as con- 
| ſider'd ta itſelf; together with what it antecedently implies, and pre ſuppoles. | 
II. Secondly, I ſhall endeavour to illuftrate it from the Examy le of Our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour, *icy'd under all its ad Aggraratiom, and inſtructive Circumfteance. —  - 
III. Thirdly, I (hall (crele its jati Excent and Obligation; anſwering thoſe Objecti- 
ons ĩt may ſeem liab.c to, and preſcribing it withio thoſe Limitations andReftriQions 
ie muil admicof, - FER © He CE, 
„IV. Feurthh, I ſhall produce rhe Reaſons and Motives upon which this Duty is 
3 founded, wich a particular View to That contain d in the Text. | 


Bur before I enter upon the Ploſtcution of this Matter, it may be previouſly re. 


quiſite to obſerve ; | | NN | 

1. Why Our Bleff d Lord addreſſes Himfelf to God in the Appellation of Father. 
2. Why fle prays to his Facher tor that wnichi ſcea s to liuve bren in his own Power 
to hire e n 5 HY 


1. And firſt, it is temarhable, that this Appellation of che Father ſeems by the free 
queat Repecirivn of it, id mol} of Our Saviour s Prayer, io be Thar which he chiefſy 
delighted in; and n ay here be ſuppos'd to be more parricularly made Uſe of upon a. 
* 4 double Account. x. ſo Reſpe ct of his Divinity, Becauſe as Our Ble ſſed Lord was the 

Orly bego ten Son of God, now cfſeriug himſelt upon the Crots, as an Obla joh and Sa- 
crifice tor the Sins of the whole W oridz he may ſeem to plead by Vertue of his Frlte 
ation, for the Effi acy and SatisfaQion ot that great Atonemen He was now making 
even of his worſt Enemies; her cia reconciling them, and ali Menkind ro God the Fa- 
ther, to whom chey had forfeited that merciful and glorious Relation by Rebellion and 

Apoſhacy, and to which they were Buw to be refttor'd, by that myſterious Adoption 
which was to be obrain'd th. cough the Meriis of his B OO. And thus as God the Sen, 
He edirefſcs F imſelt to God the Father. 2. With Reſpect to his Humanity; as he 
waz he c the great Prophet, Founder aud Type of his Church, reconciling it not only 
| to God, bur by this bieſled Example of the mott aftonifhing_Chatity, reconciling 


all its Members one to another; tcachirg them vor only to forgive tach other their ; 
Offences, but in humble Imitation of himſelt ro become as *rwere Sayiours (tho' ink | 
very inferior Senſ:) to one another, inte: cetding io G. d for their moſt implacable | 
ſe 3 From whence we may drgvv a clear Solu:1on ro the ſecond Chici vation; 
| 22. Why our Bleſſed Lord here prays to his Father for That which Teem's In his 
| owa Power to perform; to wit, that tho* He was very God, and had the Fower off 
| Remiſſion of Sins, 28 well upon the Croſs as in other Places, as he himſelf refti»: | 
* ſy'd and ptactis d, and might freely, and from himſcls, ſpontaneouſly have abſolyd 
> | them, wichout any ſarther interceſſion ; yer as he was now. bath ETA and. Cocks 
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The Duty of Praying for our Enemies. 
t to pronounce Pardon in an Authoritative Manner, but by Way of P2irzn, and 
ppttcation to implore the Divine Mercy for his Perſecutors. He did not (lays 
{Chryſ ſton) Pray to the Father, as if He could not himſelf abſolve them from that great 
anſereſſion ; but that He-might inſtruct Us not only by Word,” but alſo by Example to pray 
ou Pexſecutors, Hd he not deliver d this charitable Intet ceſſion in the midſt of 


hoſe ſwotn and peſtilent Enemies of ir, the Scribes and Phariſees might have tetor- 
d that ſharp Inve ctire upon him; Do not after bis Works, for this Man ſaith and 
th not; Mat. 23. 3, 4. He binds heavy Buydens, and grievous to be born, and layeth 
dem on Men's Shoulder, but he himſelf will not move them with one of his Fingers. He 
npoſes, might they have ſaid, ſuch hard Toju ctions, of Patience and Charity upon 
s, as are altog-ther unreaſonable and impracticable. But here was au Appeal to the 
nſes for the Truth of his Doctrine; here was an Argument that even the Obſtinacy 


is Adverſaries dumb, and left the World without Excuſe, if they did not follow 
he Great Pattern ſet before them, or ſhould refuſe to Ds and Suffer, what even the 
vn of God did not diſdain to ſubhmit to. * 
Having thus clear d the Way to the Duty contain d in the Text by premiſing theſe 
zecciſiry Obſervations, I proceed now, . „ | 
J. Firft, To hew wherein the Duty of Praying for our Enemies fconſiſts, as 
1 in it ſelf, together with what it antecedendy implies and preefup- 
JOLLS. \ | | 8 We | | | 
Now before any Perſon can be ſuppos d to pray at all for another, it muſt be taken 


% 


inds that He may poſſibly have receiv'd from him in a State of Enmity,; but alſo ſo 
learly to have purg'd his Soul of the whole Leaven of Malice, that the very $:eds and 
Principles of Rancour and Revenge lie Dead and Buried within him. - Otherwiſe What 
n provoking affront does he himſelf offer to God, who dares thus 'hyp>cizrically to 
mob him with bis Lips, when bis Heart is thus far from him? Who comes with 2 
auth breaching focth the gentle Spirit of Charity and Forgiveneſs, and has nothing 


urtc Cod, to whom he is not reconcil'd himſeif? This is ſuch abominabſe pre varica- 
tion wich out Omniſcient Maker and Searcher of our Hearts; that cis to be hop'd, no- 


of our ſincere Charity are requir'd to qual ſie us to intercede for our Enemy 3 but 
before we can pur up our Petitions to Heaven for him, we muſt have expreſs d it in 
all our on ward 'AFions towards him here on Earth; and not think zily to ſhifr off 
our Duty on God, and to relieve our Adverſary with empty Words and Ejacnlat ions, 
iaftead of actual Demonſtrations of our Kinde and Comp: ſſion. It is not ſufficient 
xd requice his Curſes with Bleſſings, his Slanders with Coꝛapliments, and $is Re- 


proaches with Civility; but does He hurger ? We muſt ſeed Him. Does he thirft * We 


muſt give Him Drink. Is Henaked 2 We muſt cloth him. Is he tn Diſtreſs, Danger 


or D:fficuky ? We muſt aſſiſt, adviſe, and teſ. ne him; and in a word, contribute ro 
the utmoſt of our Power, to the Bene fit or Ativantage of nis Soul and Body, Life, 


Eſtate, Reputation or Family. And this too without 2 as of Neceſſiy; with - 


out inſulting or uphꝛaiding his Errors or Misforrunes, or ſettiog the ſeaſt Merit on our 5 
own charitable Performances. Now when a Man has thus gerercuſf acquitted him- 


ſclf here below, in ail the rel Offices of Love and Humanity to his Enemy; He may 
then, ard not before, preſume to ſolicit his Cauſe in the Court abote; where he is to 
preſcar him under the threefold Reſpect, of a Sinner agzigſt God, a Sinrcr zgainft 
dur ſeives, and a: reconcilable to both. And upon theſe Accounts we are oblip'd to 
Lotay, Fit; For his Pardon for all bis au or intended lajuries, with a Requeſt that 

| * Ms . Uire ar le 5 Obtain His. 


\IF3 


s Agonies; the Fewiſh Spectators might have taken Occaſion to tevile his Doct ine. 


ad Infidelity of a bigotted and wayward Few could not wichſtand, that ſtruek all 


or granted that He is in perfe# Charity with Him himſelf; that he has not only entire- 
y diſcarded all Reſemmentꝭ of any Injuries and Wrongs, Affronts and Abuſes of all 


bur Hatred and Vengeance raging in his Breaſt ? Who prerends to gc oncile another 


hiog profeſſiag the Name of a Chriſtian, or that belicves there is that God he pre- 
tends 10 invoke, can poſſibly he guilty of. But not only theſe real, inward Idſtances 


The Duty. of Praying for our Enemies. 


| + Secondly, That God would turn his Heart, take away his Prejudices, and Reco 
” cile him to us by his Spirit of Love, Unity and Concord. Thirdly, That u' bet 
” fully pardon'd by God and Man, He may be bleſſed by both in all Happineſs,”S 
ritual and Tempwal, Theſe are the Antecedent Conditions requiſite to, and the Su 
| flance of this Duty of Praying for our Enemies; which if ſo fully and truly perform? 
4 with ſuch pious, heaveuly, and endearing Diſpeſirfons of Soul, cannot but be high 
plwkeafing to God, as molt agreeable totiis blefled Nature, and 'that Wiſaom of Mee 
| - neſs that cometh from above, which is pure, peaceable, gentle, and eaſie to be emreatet 
j fall of Mercy and good Fruits, without Partiality, and without Hypocrfie, James 3. 1 
if But this Duty will apperr in its moſt glorious Light, if we come. e 
II. Secondly, To Illuſtrate it from the Example of Our Ble ff d Saviour view 


under All its ſad Aggravations, and Inſtructive Circumſtances. / oy 
0 Tho' the whole Life of Our Bleſſed Lord, from His Birth in the A anger, till h 
Death upon the Croſs, was but One continued Demonſtration of his Pot: ine of Pe 
” } tience under Injuries, and Love towards Enemies; yet fiace the Time wou'd fail Met 
trace through all that Mctancholly Series of Troubles and Diſafters, confifttag q 
ſuch Variety of Affiitions as befel the moft Oppreſs'd Innocence, labovring und 
the moſt extream Hardfhips of Poverty, Diſgrace, and Perſecution ; I ſha!l confin 
my Obſervations chiefly to the Hiſtory of this Day's Goſpel, that we may Practice th 
Precept of the Epiſtle ; that this Mind may be in Jou, which was alſo in Chriſt Feſu 
Phil, 2. 5, Cc. who being in the Form of God, thought it not Rebbery to be equa 
with God: but made himſelf of n Reputation, and took upon him the Form of a Servan 
and was made in the Lrhereſs of Men : and being found in Faſhion as a Man, he hum 
be himſelf, and became Obedient unto Death, even the Death of the Croſs, For th 
Son of God to Dye like a common Mortal, ſees a ſufficient Bumiliation ; hut t 
Dye for our Sins, ſuch a ſhame ful, bitter, and accurſed Death, with all the horrf 
ble and reproachſul Circumſtances attending ir, was enough to have ſhock'd Reg 
ſon, and confounded Human Nature, had it not beer ſupported by che Union of tn 

Divine; And here let us contemplate the Bleſſed Jeſus in the chree laſt diſconſbla 
and diſmal Scenes of his Life. e RAP — 4 

1. Under. His Seiſure on Mount Oliues. 
2. Under Rs Arraignment in the Judgment- Hall. 
3. Under His Execution on Mount Caluar wn. 1 
And take along with Us in Our Ovicevations, His Threefold Character, anſirefing 
| to Thee JJ 7c; Es 
i. That he was the Greateft Benefator to Mankind the World ever recetv'd. 

2. That He was the moſt Innocent Perſon that was ever Try d, and yet Condemn' 


a3 a Malefaq-r. SE Lo ö 
2 That He was their King, Prieſt, and Prophet, the Meſſiah, and Only Son 
od. % N 8 3 | 
_ Theſe Contraries being ſer Io oppoſition to each other, will render this Dirin 
Example more illuſtrious ; it will make it ſhine out in its full Glory on the Compa 
Tifon of the moſt Execrable Provocations of his Enemies on the one Hand, and the n 
leſs Adorable Patience of Chrift on the Other. 333 Ne 
1. Behold then our Bleſſcd Lord Proſtrate on the Monnt, jnterceeding with hi 
incens d Father fer the Redemprion of the World; and with ſuch ear neſt Impo 
\- _ unity,» with ſuch ſtrong Crying and Tears, preſſing his Requeſts, tht in this Canvul 
five Agony and Pang of Devotion, his Soul is ſaid to be exceeding Hrromſul even uni 
Death, to be ſurroumded with Grief, aud caſt into ſuch violent Cenſternation, a5 « 
open all the Pores of his Eody, and to make it to Sweat great Drops of Blood f.ulling 
- down to the Ground, Whilſt he is thus labouring for our Salvatiob. ſee him beirav” 
by one of his own Diciples, ir o the Hands of thoſe urgratefol Jews, who hat 
been Fed with his Miracles, heal'd by his Touch, diſpofleſe d with his Voice, and ing 
ſtructed by his Doctrine; and 22zinft whom he might have commanded down te 
ons Of Arpels to bis Reſcuc, and their DcfiruQtion,” Khen he mk han 


1 o 


Die Duty of Praying for our Enemies. 
ack them down by the Maj:ſly of his Look (as St. Folm ſays c. 18. v. 6.) not 
Graund only ; bnr into their very Graves 5 inſtead ot taking Vengeance on them, 
ſalutes the very Traitor by the Name of. a Friend, and Works a Miracle to cure the 
dunded Kar of cane of his àſſaſſias. Well might he have ſald{ for which of My 
ue Deeds are Te come out with Swords and Stabes, as againſt a Thief, to take 
2e From the Mount let us next attend him ro the Fudgment-Hall ; where we find 
m Deny'd by One, Forſaken by All. his Diſciples, and left in the midſt of }3z moſt 
placable Enemies, thirſting for that p:ecious Blood; they hid ſo long conſpit d 
ajaft, After he is liurry'd from Cataphas to Pilate, from Pilate to Herod ,and from 
zrod to Pilate again, he * lift brough· to a Mock-Trli:uoal of Juſtice, Arraign'd 
the worſt of- Criminals, accui'd. as a Tranſgrefive of all Laws Humane n Div | 
ae, 25 2 Preacher of Sedition and Treaſon, perverting with falſe Dottrine the Po 
e from their Allegiance to their lawful Sovereign, denying Tribute to Ceſar, ha- 1 
bg a Deſigu upon the Crown, vuſurping Royal Authori y, and the Title of a King, 7 
tending to overthrow their Temple and Religion, and being Guilty of rhe mqſt 
xecnible Blaſphemy, in aſſuming the Prerogatives of God, and in a Word, render d 1 
black in all hls Character, as the envy ar.d virulence of his perjur'd Accuſers, or 7 

e Malice of the Devil could repreſent him. And at lafi tho' not - Convicted, ge 
Condemned, agaiuſt the Will, Conſcience, nay Conloſſion of his corrupted Juigez 
d a Sentence extorted upon him to ſatisſy the Qurrage and Clamours of a mad I 
nhedrims 2 %%ͤ 8 „ EN > - . 5 . / 
3. Come we now to the concluding S:ene of this aſtoniſhing Tragedy, After the |! 
eference of a moſi Notorious Robber before. him, and the Shyme and Ipnominy |, 
hezewith they had Vex'd bis Righteous Soul ; the tortutes they infl-ted oa dis | , 
nder Body, were no leſs full of bein aud Diſerace, After the Plonghers had | 
2gh'd on bu Back, and furros'd it with thoje klody Stripes, by which we are heal d ; 
encld him artay d inthe Na k-Mijeſty of a Ring ; his S. cred Templ s crown'd 
ich a fharp Diadem of Thor's, his Habd fd with a Reed for à ludicrous Scepter, 
W's Body in ridicule cover'd wich an imperial! Rove, his Face ſpit upon whilfi the 

nee is bow'd to him, aud his holy Herd bros'd with the Eafizus of hs owa 

ominiog. This wvzs oaly preparing and dre fling h- S.,crifice tor the Altar; n heir 
o! the innocent Victim is go laid, eppreſs'd, affl ct d, bleeding, dying! Laizh 

3. 7. He # brought gs Lumb to the Slavghter, and as a Sheep befve' her Shears {| 
Dumb, ſo he openeth not his Mauth. Let us with the Eyesvf Faith concemp'ate here 

e Redcemer of the World ſtretched eut on the Crots, ar d harging upon his own 
ounds betwixt Thieves, havirg ail his Senfes exerc's'd with the mw ft exquiſite. 
orments, his Head Pierc'l wich ſhorns, his Hands aud Feet with Nails, his Sides 

I aSpcar, bs. Mouth G'd with Gz} and Vinegar, his Cars with Teunts and 
eprozches on his Divinity, and his Eyes with the Infolence, cou empt, and der:f}- 
n of his Perſecutgrs: Aud above ali theſe the Vrbrown, inexprefi3 ole, nay, incon- 
ireab e Suſtering of bis Soul. Surely in the midhi_of ſuch bam and Miſery, Hu- 
jan Nature might be allow'd a little to Murmur and Complain, aud Vent its paſſian 
id Reientmwent upon fuch inhuman ard cruel En- mes. Yet be openeth net his 1 
bh unlets it be in Blefings. and in this Compaiſionate Prayer for their Pa don, 
ather, Forgive them, for they bnow nor wh, 1bey do. Thus fuifilung that remarkable 
bphecy of him, He hath p.ur'd out hu Soul unto Death, and he was rumbreg with 
Yanjzreffors, and be bate the Sin % many, 41d made Interceſſion for the Tranſgreſſors 

„e. 83. V. 3. e J Ede Pos . 
Now can we e Concern/ hear theſe laſt Words, and remember, the exceeding | 
eat Love of our Maſter and only $avicer Ch iſi thut ching far us, and the innume rablie $ 
enefits which by bis prectinus Good ſhedding, He bath 65t..tned to ws, and nor reflect 

at thofe things ars mruten for. our Iaſtractn; that the Fame Mind ſbouid be in us 
lar wi in Chrifi Feijus, thar ve are tottak- cp oor Cro's and follow ovr Crucify'd 

edceig f, 1Q 1 Ed. JO. Examp'e.cf Chu 3 hat : we {baxld E7 44 e bas done 
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and Serenity, the ſame Meckne(s and Piry, the ſame Love and extenſive Bene rolend 


Ble Jeſut, the Author and Finiſher of our Faith, who for the Foy that was ſet b-for 


wa, Guile found in his Mouth; who when 
expieing in Prayer tor h's Lnemi- s. | 


| Viv yy Gtring forth the Nature, in the Practice of this Duty, in every Pariicelar 


- wall require the utmoſt Ef ris of Prafon a ſſited with great D-grees. and Succours of 
the Dive Grace to raiſe the Soul co this diſpafſionate, mortiſy d and iclf-denying 


Arcompliſh. But however we muſt a ſo remember that our S2viour 25 Man was 1vr 


through hug cowards1r, tha: the Bieſſad Spirit who never fails ro hear and aſliſi our 


ind ſputably certain. But becauſe we are apt to lay hold on au Excuſes to ſhiſe 
off our Duty, às well as to ny Hk in our fight pprehenſious ot it, | precetd 
to my third gencral Had; Naim ly, 7 By 2 


their affiolts. B. fides that it ſcems to en:rench upon, of ſup'rſe le the Fundas 


ſing Courts of IA %¹ Vuneceſsary, if n it Illegal in their Wc; and ſo d:prives 


ſccution of an Earmy, or thts Duty ſeems Inconlittent wich it, thit we ih us 


. 


TDi Duty of Proing for our Enemies. 4 
to us: That with the ſame Pariznce', and Long ſuffering, the Tame Calmne 


we ſhould treat our moſt Invererae Adverſaries? Heb. 12. 2, Looking unto td 


him, endur d the Croſs, d-ſpiſing the Shane, and is ſet down at the Righ*- Hand of th 
Throne of Cod; who as he was reconcil d to us when we were Enemies unto him, ſo at 
we bound to conſider him who endar'd ſuch Co itradict ion of Sinners againſt himſe!f that w 
be not wearied and Faint in our Minds, ia the practice of this Difficelt and rt xcellen 
Du'y. I Yer. 2. 21, Cc. For even hereunto are we call'd b:cauſe alſo C riſt ſuffer® 
for us, teaving us an Example, that we feqvid follow his Steps 5 who did no Sin neithe 
| He was revil'd, reuil d not again, when he ſu 

fd He threaten d not, but commited himſelf to him that Fudgeib righteouſh, his 80 


* . 7 


After ſuch a moving Example, fo full of all the Force of Reaſon and Eloquence 


under ſuch horrid Circamftances and Aggravations as can ſcarce/be the Lot of an 
othet Perſon beſides the $5 of Gon; can there remain the leaſt Shauow of an 03 
jection to deter us from the humble Imitation of it as far as the common Condiri 
ons of our lives may require ? It may pcfſialy be pleaded in Excuſe, chat 77% 


N | Chrift®being che Son of God, and endued with all the Powers of che Divini'y, and 


% 


having all the Graces of the Holy Ghoſt dyeiling in him, with the fulneſs of the 


/ Godhe.d' Bodily, was thereb: ena')'d to rife ro cue utmoſt bitch of this Here ie DN 


ty 3 but that mere May, Fleſh and Blood with all irs Iafi-mities abcut tr camot come 
up to This Perf. Van, this meaſure of the Stature of the fulniſs of Chiiſt. It muſt 
indeed be c ut: ſi d, that th 5. js a Lucy of ſuch an ex iſted S rain, as canno! exhily b 
attzin u to withour uch reluct me of Human Nature in it corrupted State; that it 


T-mper, «hien nothing but an habj uil Application to God in ccnfinual Prayer cad; 


tounded witne'l ch Tnfirmities of our Nature, Sin only accepted; that he had a mech 
quicker Senſe of S. ff:11ngs of Shan k, Pain, and Afflictiops than we pcſlibly ca 
have. So though we cannot pteſume to arrive at that Pertect: on of Divine Grace and 
Charity Which he did; yer that every good Chriſtian who nacerely endeavours co 
follow ius Uaparailcll'd Exaniple, (hill be enabl'd to do what is acc p able to God 


our Devotions under all Diffieul ies, will not be wanting in this pte fling one, 14 moſt 


1 I. To ſetil: its juit Extcnt and Obligarion; ant to Anſwer thoſ? Obj & ons ir 
my ſcem liadie to, and 10 preferibe it «„ hin thoſe Limications and Reli ict ons 
tt muſt admit of, © This is a bard Saying, who can Bear it? lays the Man of Honour, 
that ni-aſeres hs Duty by the S,yvord;, and had father Sacr:thy -* his Soul then his 
Revenge. {t this is our indi:p nf.ble Duty, ſuch fooliſn Clemency, ſay they, wail 
bat encontag: che Mal. ce of our Eat ms, and ly our feives open and unguarned * 


meatal Law of Nature, Self Preſervation, and to berray our Vertoi.s, Righs, a d 
Properties o the Anaze, Violence or Uſurparion of the boid or 11picus Invader; 
Such Mercy and Vupunity ſeems contradiatary both to Law and Reajon, by (upp = 


us of the 2ffiftince ef Juit ce, and nat only tends to the loſ of Privare Perions, b 
to the diſadyaniage of the Fablick Kithet we cannot right our iel. es in the P 


Þypocrtcioally p:crend ta praz for dhe Parton of Him ag int Wm we ate 44 


| | The Duty of Praying for our Enemies. 
0ap'd. To Anſwer to this, tis ſufficient to ſay, That Chriſtian Charity does not in 
e leaſt debar us from any of the Fx Priviliges of Humane Nature; neither does it 


id us as Men to uſe any Methods of Lawful Defence, to guard and ſecure our Lives, 
3-rc1es, and Kfiates from Danger, Rapine, and Oppreſſion; that it is not only Con - 


| | cvidently appear, if we carefully diſtinguiſh berwixc GA of Private Revenge, and 
its Publick Fuſtice; the former whereof are utterly Repugnant to ail Religion, and 
r:1cularly this Duty of Praying for ow Enemies, for it would turn our very Prayers in- 


ke his Matter clear, we muſt confider cur Enemies undec a double Regard, 
1. As they relate to us in Particular. e | 

2. As they rela:e to the Publick, the Church, or State. 3 
1. As they telate to us in Particulzr, we muſt diſtinguiſh betwixt our Ebemy's 


jthaut Anger and Paſſisn, as fo, if poſſible, to win and reclaim him by Kindneſs and 
ondeſcenſion, but alwans to pray for, under the very worſt Condition of Haſtili. y. 
ad this we may do, and yet endeavour to tedieſsthe Other by all Legal Means, with - 


125 Reſentment and Ind!gnation. Thus far our Religion obliges to go, to labour 
tn God and Man for the Convet ſiou of our Eacmics, and as much os lieth in us, to 
de peaceably with all Men. - JJ A Rr penn nn 

gut ſome out of a miſtaken Norton of Chrig ian Charity, would carry this Sublime 
ury roa Pitch, that neither Reaſon not Religion does juftify, and which, indeed, is 


har wrerched Folly and Credulity of Truſting our Enemies, (an Aft of Favour due only 
aler that Supreme Being we are always to confide in, to our very belt asd moſt appro» 
eg rrienls) as if we could {ew our Reconciliat on by nothing, but haz +rding Ruine, 
Nd our only way to demonſtrate o Love ta aur Enemies, was im an utter Hazard to 


this ch? Caution aud Wiſdom of the Serpent. Heer the Son of Strach ſpeaking from 
remy, ſays he, for libe as Iron rufteth, ſo u his Witkednfs. Tho" he humble himſelf and 


in kadft wip'd a Looking Glaſs, and thou ſhalt know that bis RuSt bath not been altogether 


e laſt remember my Words, and be priched therewith, An Enemy e woot with 


th bis Eyes, but i be find Cpportunity he will na be ſuisfied with Blood. If Adverſiiy 
£712 Upon thee, thou ſhalt find hiin there firſt, and tho' he pretend to help thee, yet ſhall he 
nder mine thee. He will ſhale his Head and cla) hit Handi. and whiſper much, and change 


ray Pray for them without putting gur Lives and foriumes into thoſe Hands, that, 
yrhaps, want only an Opportunity to thruſt a Dagger into our Hearts, We may beg 


\ 


pill be found to be Cruel. EL 8 | r 
2. &:cordly, we are to conſider our Enemies. as they relate to the Pubizch, the 
hurch of State, with R:gage co which it may be affeited as a0 undou'ged Maxum, that 
is Chriſtian Charity does by no means interſere with, or extend itſelf to the Diſad- 
de of Publick Fuſtice, or any ways ohſige Magiſtrates, or Perſons in Authority, o 
\-_ "x iminals, or pals by Off:nces that violate the Common Peace, and break in upon 
c, Societies, and demaud Publick Reſtraint and-CorreRion, To theſe, as 


cnt with, but Eſtabliſhes che Rules of Juſtice, Eguity, and Law. Which will fully 


in, (as I have ſhew'd before) but with the Latter it is highly Reconcileable, To 


P-r/on and his Action, rhe One is tnVlolable, and we are oblig'd not only to treat it 


ut Hatred or Revenge, with a Forgiving and placabſe Ternper, not ſo much to gra- 
our own Spleen, as to, repair the Injury wich the leaſt [3conveniency we can to dur 
gverſary, and to receive his Wrongs and Ahuſes, rather with Pity zud Compaſſion, 


o far from both, as to be utterly inconſiſtent witn Common Senſe and Prudence; I mean, 


wſelues. This may indeed procced from che Innocency of the Dope, hut certainly is 
ns Hrfiory, and Experience of the World. Ecclus. xv'e 10, Ke. Never truſt thine © 
a crour bing, yet take god Heed, and beware of him, and thou ſhalt be unto him, as if 


riod away; fet him not by thee, lea when he hath overthrown thee, he fland up in thy 
Pace: Neither let him fit at thy Right Hand, leaſt he ſeek to tube thy Seat, and thou at 


vs Lips, but in an dd bu Heart 1: inagineth how to throw thee into 4 Pul he wil weep. 


„ Countenance. No Religion rely obliges us to expoſe ourtelves to our Enemies, we 


#ercy for them from God, without laying ouriclves at their Merch, winch generally | 


- jmmediate Vice-Gerents of God Himſcif, Vengeance belongeth, and they 


Fa * * o 
ah The Dutyof Praying for our Enemies. 
bear the Sword in vain, if they ne glect their Duty, and betray their Truſt and jur. 
dlction in cowardly Connivance, or Impunity of ſuch MalefaRors, are 2 Reproach to t. 
VVWatian. Where Religion, or Government is & ffaulted by I/ Principles, or Rebellig 
Practice:, tis the Mineſters and Magiſtrates Duty to ſtand up and fence againſt Bot 
and pronounce, and execute Wrath agrinft them z and *ris no leſs the Duty of eve 
private Subject to aſſiſt them with their Prayers, and to implore Juſtice upon ſa 
Enemies of God and our Country: And tho', at the ſame time, we pray for their Conus 
fon, as well as Detection, we muſt remember we are bound by a Superfour Rule 
Charity, and Duty to the Conſtitution, of which we are Members, to beſeech God, 
the Excellent Words of Our Church, to Abate their Pride, Aſſwage their Malice, 4 
Confound their Devices ; ſti} Confirming our Defircs to the General Good, withour a 
Secret or bye Reſpełt to ourſelyes, and as much as we can, Diflinguifhirg their 
lice from their Perſons, which if they will nor take Care to ſepatate themſelves, we m 
* 3 5 chem to the Diſpoſal of Divine Providence, and the Determinztions of Hun 
| n 5 FIT Bt | 5 "2 1: 4 0M 
, | } 7 To proceed : To avoid farther Miſfakes in this Matter, we are not to ſtraſn 7 
| Rule of Charity to our Enemies ſo far as to exclude theſe following Limſrations, 
al which Caſes, I rake it not only to be Lawful, but even an Act of the molt Religic 
Charity to pray to God to call out Enemies ro Aceount, if nothing elſe will convert the; 
1. Thar by this means they may be brought to Shame, a due Senſe of their i 

and compell'd to acknowledge and repent of their Faults. a David prays, Pſal 
Ixxxiil. 16. Fill their Faces with Shame, that they may ſeek thy Name, O Lord! _ 
2. That our own Innocence which has been Wounged by unjuſt Slanders, may, 


Clear'd and vindicated tothe World. 


* 


9 3 That the Soul of the ir juriovs perſon m' ght be ſav'd and reſtot'd by the Suffe 
. 8 ings of the Body, and by 2 Temporal Puniſhment he may be hrought to zvoid an! 
_ rernal One; left if he be ſuffer'd to go on without Controul in che Career of his Sit 
he may fill up the Meaſure of them, and ſo end in a final Obduration and Impenitene 
4. To prevent and avoid Scendal, for which End Excommunicarions and Ecclet 
T_ aſtical COP att inflict · d, to deliver ſuch an one ta Satan for the Deſtrucf ion of the Fleſ 
|. that the Spirit may be ſav'd in the Day of the Lord Feſus, 3% the Avoſtle ſays, 1 Cor. 
3. Under which Sentence if our Enemy juſtly lies, obſtiaately Deſpiſing and Def 
ing the Authority and Admonirion of the Church, he fhuts himſelf out of 1:s Pale, cu 
himſelf off from the Bod / of Chriſt, and hecomes unto us an Heat hen Man, and a PA 
5 lican, For ſuch 2 de ſperate preſcrib'd Apoſtate we may indeed mourn 25 Dav?d di 
\\ for Saul, but whether this is not a Sin unto Death,. which nat only forfeits. but ey 
cuates our Prayers may be doubled, and therefore as St. Fohn ſays, I do not ſay that v 
| ſhould Pray. i Epift. v. 16, Our Petitioxs may be Vain and Fruiileſs, as God ſays 
1 rhe Propher Feremy, Pray not thou for this People, neither liſt up Cry nor Pr ayer for the 
neither make Interceſſion to me, Fir I will not hear thee, wn. 6. However, if this is 
| Error, tis an Err-r on the Side of Charity to pray for ſuch Self candemn'd Mſcrean 
! thi if poſſible they may be ſav'd by fome Temporal Viſitation on the ia this Life. 
Under theſe Limjrations and Reſtrictions, I ſuppoſe it not only confiftent with, by 
to be a very kind Act of Charity to our Enemies ro beſeech by the Merhads of h 
1 Providence for ſuch good Ends, to bring them to Repentance, but in Reſp<& of o 
own Private Revenge, we ought not in any Caſe whatſoever to pray God to viſit the 
Offences, but like our Saviour in the Text, to canctl and blot them our of his Bog 
| of Remembrance, that they may never riſe in Judgment agꝛinſt chem here, or Cor 
de mation of them hereafter. | 2 $M 


Now to all that has been ſaid it may be objected, that this Praving for our Exemi 
|. ſhows indeed a very meek, mereciful, and good nur d Diſpoſition, and may lock ve 
j well in a Chriſtian Character, but that we have the Examples of very Great, a 
allowedly Good Men to the direct contrary, and that not only under the Legal, but t 
Gaſpel OEconomv alſo, Moſes the meekeſt Man on Earth was fo high'y provck'd | 
- the ſracrilegious U.urpation and Schi ſm af Corah, Dathan, and Abrirem, thut 
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The Duty of Praying for our Emmiter, 


d ſuch an Imprecation zguinſt them as ſent them down quick into Hell, and 
de them the molt dreadful Exampies to all Poſterity of the Heinouſnels of their $135. 


then reign'd. has left us the moſt bitter Catalogue of Curſes on his Enemiès in ſe-, 
al of the Pſalms, and particularly the 6grh and 10grh, that the mofi inveterate Ma- 
„ and ingenious Reverige could Igvent. Did not EMAs Prayer bring down Fire 


8 ſend 1117 Bezrs, inſtead of Bleſſi igs, to his Mockers ? Does not he Angel of the 
d himſelf curſe, but give an expreſs Warrant ra others to Curſe the Inbabitznts f 


Enemies of God add Religion? However theſe uncharitable Mal editions might 
od Almighty condeſcended to permit many Things for the Hardneſs of their Hearts 


r thercf: re what that ſays ; Why. favs our Bleſſed Saviour, Bleſs thoſe that Curſe 
and pray for thoſe that Deſpit, fal) uſe you and Perſecute you, And yer how many Woes 
{Execrart--n: did He pronounce ageinſt he Scrzbes and Pbæriſee . St. Paul ſays, 
png revil'd, we bleſs, being perſecuted, ve ſuſſer it, Gal. v. 112. Yer does not the ſame 
z oſtle ſtrike he Sorcerer Ehmas with Blindneſs? And does he not ſav, I would they 
e even cut that trouble you, and Al: x ander the Copperſmith did me much Evil, the 
fd reward bim according to his Works, 2 Tim: iv, 14. And did he not delwer over the 
eftuous Perſon, and Hymeneus,and: Phile: us to Satan for their Biaſphemy ? 1 Eprſt. 3. 9. 


ot for a Lye, and curs'd 37% Mage to periſh with nis Mercenary gan Are 
t now theſe Examples of ſuch great Heroes in Religion. ſufficient to cancel: 
in vaniſn into nathing, if we cooſider thit theſe were all Prophets or Inſpi / d Perſons, 


ey were Commiſſion d to denounce the Divine judgments and Cyp(es 28 5 
mies of Sod and Religion, and fuch Offenders, as they know to he Impenitent, 


uthority and Con: miſſion from God as theſe Holy Men had hy Inſpirat on, their Ex- 
ples are no ways ſuited to our Imitation, or (1fficterit to ju f any Private Re- 


239 


muſt admit of. I procecd, 


they know net what they do 


” 


t when St. Petey comes to expoſtulate this N:: er with the Jens, arid to aggravete 


be was determiu'd to let bim 21, but thev denied the Holy Ot 


Kalbe 420 Pl 1e 
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jd, the Man after Colon Heart, the moſt mild and gra ions Prince thet ever 


Heaven to avenge, infiead of Mercy to forgive, his Knemies? And. did not Eli. 


roz ? And are not the Writings of che Prophets full of ſuch dire impreca:ions agiinſt 
phaps be thought co comport well enough with the State of the Fewiſh Law,uhere- 


ch would nor be alow'd under the Purity of the Er anzelical Diſbenſation. Le t us 


Peter commands us not 20 render Evil for Evil, or Ruiling for Railing, hut contrarywiſe 
eling, and yet we know the ſame Apoſtle ſtruck Ananias and Sapphrt dead upon the 


is Duty 
Praying for our. Enemies if nor to juilify the coatraty P. actice, this very plauſible 
djection which I have ſtared in ics full Length, that ir might loſe none of its Force 


d having the Gifi of Dijcerning Spirits. and the V.ce-Gerency of God lodg'd io them, 
faſt the CE- 


oft of which alſo were pronounc'd as Proph-ctcs,:ind bᷣredictions in the Future Tenſe, 
the Hebrew exprcfies them, vor as Prayers in the Optative, which is only rendied 
that Tenſe, and ſo often confounded and miſtaken by Vraifl.cors for it, Pſalm, 
ix and cix, app'y'd to Jutar, 4s i, 20. Aud till we can product ſuch immedia e 


nze. And the ſam: Rebuke that our Saviour gave to his Diſciple. tho c xreffiag - 
ei Teal in their Mafter's/Quarre', appliing E/hab's Exagpple zgunſt che Tabypttable 
maritans, may be a very ſati: factory Anſa er to us, Te knw not what manner of Spirit 
are of; For the Son of Man came not 16 deſt / Mens Lives, but to ſave tyem, St. Luke 


Having now ſhown the full Extent and. Obligation of this Duty, and anſxer'd_ 
dic Objections it may lem to lie under, and preſcrib'd it within Role Limitations 


The betriying an i murd:ring our Bleſſed Saviour was Indiſputably the moſt tran. 
endently wicked Action that ever was, or can be conmitted by Mortal Man, And 


| with its horrible Circumſtances, zs thu They deliver'd him in the Preſence.of Pilate, 
ie and the Juſt, and ge. 
He Is 44}, 1 1 


—— 


IV. Hourt hh, To produce the Reaſons and NMotives upon which this Duty of Pr 
For our Enemies is founded, with a particular View of that contalq'd in che Text, 


. 
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Tybe Daty of Praying for our Enemies. 
Yer he adds this remarkable LKxtenuation of ſo great a Sin, pointing 2s twere & 
our Bleſſed Saviour's'own Prayer; Now B erhren I wot that thraugh lenorance ye did i 
a did alſo. your Rulers, ver. 19. And agreeably to this St, Paul feys, For they 150 
dwelt at Jeruſaſem, and thetr Rulers, becauſe they nem him nat, nor yet the Voices of t 
Prophet »-which are read every Sabbath. day, they have fulfilled them in condemning bing 
Acts xiil. 27. And again, We ſpeak the Wiſdom of God in a Myſtery which none of t 
Princes. of thts World knew 3 for had they known it, they would not have crucified the Lon 
of Glory, 1 Cor. il. 8. &c. Not that we muſt here underſtand the Apoftle, as if thi 
_ Ignorance wholly excus'd all of them from their Sin, for 2 moſt damnable Sin it ſti 
remain'd, and there ſore they are exhorted to Repent of it, and be converted, that-thenfi 
Sins might be blotted out, Acts it, 19. For this Ignorance of the Perſon of the Meſſial 
was not in ſome Invincible, bur grofl / Wilful and Affected, in that they obillaately h 
their Ears to the Scriptures read contjnually in their Synagogues, wherein he was (0 
_ graphiciily deſccib'd in all the amazing, Circumſtances ot his Birch, Life, Death, am 
Doctrine, but alſo ſnut their Ears to the Cony:&'ob cf all thoſe miraculous Signs and 
Wonders that He wrought, which left them int xcuſable in not apprehebding him rd 
de the Ghriſt, from ſuch palpable Arguments and plain Predictions fulfiiPd ia the mi 
duteſt Tittles in Him, But in others who had not che Aſſiſtantes of Learning aue 
Education, the flrong Prejudices they lay under, the Divine lofatuatlon that was up 
on ſome, the groſs Blindneſs with which the whole Jewiſh Nation was almoſt ſtruc 
at this time, together with the over-bearing Clamours and Rage of the incens d Peo 
ple, driving forward the Perpctration of. this horr d S-n, ſo leflen and qualtfie its Guil 
in the Sight of Gorl, as to render them the Oe of his Mercy, and rhe Subject cf oun 
Saxioar's Graeious Iuterceſſion, Father forgive them, for they bnow not what they do. 
Te app'y this Argument to ouriclives by way of Accommodation. All the Calamif 
ries, Affronts and Sufferings, that the B+fi of Men can reccive from the fot of Ex 
mies, can never be preſum d to come into the Ballance, or ſtand in Competition with 
the leaſt of choſe that our bl. ſſed Redeemer under went. Now, if the Ignor ance of rhe 
Few, could be pleaded in their Echalf, and alle dg d as a Motive before God, for th 
Pardon of futh unpa- alcil'd Impieties; how much more Reaſon have we, poor Mor 
ta's! nut to inſiſt upou our Reſentments, but to b: re concil'i to each other, and to 
incercede with God for the Forgivencfs of thoſe perry a d raſh Offences, which 
we. dailv commit one againft another, ir ugh that Ignorance which A), even 
the W.{cſt of us are habje to, through Paſſion, or Prejudice, or Inadverrency, or any 
ot Frailty ot Infirnaty of our Naturen. To one of which Canſes, that Charity that 
beareth all things, believeth all things, bopeth af things, endureth al things, is always in- 
chinable to impute the little Strife, Varlanc-, aqd Enmity we meet with in hs 
World. If we can once perſwade ont ſelvts (o belie :e that our Advetſaties don't 
offend out of malicivus Hickedneſi, the Sting of the Injury is pluck'd our, and no Wound 
can be made upon Tuch an Invulnerabie Temper, that 18. te ſol“ e to pur the heſt Core 
ſttuctioa upon al: Accidents that can befal it. loſtead of raifing Gall and Bitter net 
in it, it provckes unto Love, and to Good Hor hi and gives ine good Man ah Oecaſi M on- 
ly of exerting his I. ndetrneg and Conip th on. Thus he repreſents Things undzr the 
beſt Colours they can bear, and makes tavovrable Allowznces for all Caſualtics aud 
unfor.unate Incidents, that may work up a Quarrel wu it never was ended. 
And generally ſpeaking, the Experiedice of the World convinces us, that our Ene- 
my, who is the main Butt of our Spight and Revenge, d3:s the Jeift deſerve it in 
himſelf; b:ing fr: quently only the Enginetcf other Ment Malice, aQtcd 5y ſncendi- 
aries who ſtand befund the Curtain, and blow up thoſt Flames, purely ta mak their 
own Advantages of them. For Eemities uſually ceaſe When the diff:ring Parties 
come to und-ritand one another ; and if they will hearkea to Reajon, à Treaty of 
Peace is the natural Con equencg of it. How oitern does it happen, that Lies and 
Sanders, inyeuced and carried from one fide to another, and propigited with De- 
ſian to ſet Mn imo Feads and Animoſities, hy mifrepreſemring cacir Cher-ctert 
and rendring th:m odlous, (eiſp-cialiy among't Lerigas ggg Parrieg.ar Rely 
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id Foundation ofFrien:ſhip ?. Theſe muſt neceſſrily be happy the Effects ofCalmneſs. 
{ Deliberation; bur if Men are reſolv'd, right or wrong, without any Heed to 
ruth or Juffice, raſh'y to begin and puſh on Quarrels, and never conſider the 
round. or Conſequences of ſuch vnadvis'd and precipitare'ARions, we are to conſider 
at we are unſortunately engag'd with Mad men, that, in the very literal Szyſe of the 
ords, know nat what they do; like Drunkards in a Rencounter, they fight in the 
Wark, and arc tor doing Miſchief they koow not why, aud ſtabbing the next Man they 
cer, for the Crime of being ſober, and in his Wits. A wiſe and good Man would 
ve nothing to do with {uch Enemies, if he could help it; but if it chances to be 
Wis unhappy Lot, he would rather confider them as the Objects of his urmoſt Pity and 
ompaſſion, as Demoniachs, and Lunatichs, who challenge our Prayers (and not our 
eſentments;) that God would reſtore them to their Senſes, and to a right Mind. Be- = 
des that, it very fcidom fails, but that ſuch Men do their own Buſineſs, by purſuing 7.2 
eir own frantick and wild Meaſures, and work out their own Ruin in the Proſecu- == 
on of their Adverſaries, aud, life.the Jews, cruciſy themſelves in crucihinę Chriſt, 1 
this happens, and they fall into Diſtreſs, they are the Objects of 'our-Commilera- |. 
on, and we ought nor to inſult them on their Fall; but if they are ſucceſs ful in their ; 
wer, the werft Caſe of the Two, they may probably never come to a Sence of " 
heir Errors, but go on and die in Impenitence, and ſo juſtly demand our Prayers 
Ind Interceſſions to God in their Behalf, Father forgive them, for they know not what 
ey do. Thus, if we take Ignorance in the general Import of the Word, as it de- 
Jotes, either our not underftznding, nor attending to, or not applying the Know- 
dge we have of our Duty to God, our Neighbour, and -ourfelves, ie may juſtly be 
eckon'd the chief Sowrce of the Envy, Hatred, and Enmity we find in the World, |Þ_ 
Now having done with the particular Caſe of the Jews, as far as we can apply it ro 1 
urſelbet. I come next in general to conſider the Reafons of this Duty. For tho' 
dur Saviour, in the Text, prays for his Tnemies upon a Suppoſition of their Igno- 
ance ; It not he ing to be imagin'd, that fo attrocious a Crime would be pardon d up- 
dn any other Plea, yer this is nor to be preſum'd as the Only Caſe in which his Fol-. 
owers, according te his own Doctrine, are to perform the ſame Duty, but they ace 
o pray alſo for th:ir Enemies when they Know what they do; when vo fuch Plea a: 
ar of Ignorance can be. urg'd in their Behalf, For our Lord, in his firſt Precept of 
df this Rind, delivers himſelf in general Terms, without Limitation or Reſerve, Pray 
or 1 that deſpiteſully ufe you and per ſecute you. I ſhall therefore proceed to conſider 
hi: Duty of Praying for our Enemies, under the tripple Regard it bears. 98 
1. To God and Reitgion, 5 e 
2. To cur Enemies, And, 
3. To our ſelves. En 8 5 . . 
1. As to the Regard it bears to God and Religion. Among the many Reaſons that 
day be brought from this Topick, I ſhall ſele& only Three. The Firſt is a very 
ogent one, produc'd by cur Saviour himſelf on rhe InjunRion of this Duty, namely, 
Chat it is the higheſt Imitation of the Divine Nature that mortal Man can attain to, and 
herefore the moſt glcrious Perfection ef Chriftian, Pray for thoſe that (ſays Chriſt) 
hat deſpit:fully uſe y:u and perſecate you, tha! you maybe the Children of your Father which 
i in Heaven, Mat. v 44. Oc. For be maketh bis Sun to riſe on Evil and on the Good, 
nd ſendeth Rain on the Fuſt and the 'Unjuſt. For if you love themywhich love you, what 
eward have you ? Lo not even Publicans the ſame. And if you ſalate your Brethren only, 
phat do you more than otbers? Do not even the Publicans too? By ye therefore perfect, 
wen as your Father which is itt Heaven is perfect. Or as St. Lube varies it, Tour Re- 
ward ſhall be great, and ye ſhall be the Childr:n of the "Higheſt ; for be is hind unto the 
Unhank ful, aud to the Evil, vi. 35. Be ge therefore merciful as your Father is merciful. 
As if this ſuperlative Decree of Divine Benipniry and Gaadneſs tendred us the moſt 
xpreſs Type and Image of God Himſelf, who diipenſes the Temporal Bleſſings of his 
Vious Providence with an Univerſal Philantrophy, and * Liberality, without Di- 
ions, sten to His moi wicked, upgratetul, ind provoking Ererigs. 'Th's is 
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therefore a Godlike Vertue, advances our Saul to the higheſt Dignity of which the 
ate capable, and make them fit for the Beatifick Viſion by transforming them inf 
the $imNicude of the Divine Glory, In this ſhall we li ben God, and in this Likend 
ſhall we be compar'd unto Him, lia. xl, 18. For if Love be the fulfilting of the Law 
this is cerrainly the moſt compleat ſullfilling of Love, and the brighteit Reſembland 
of hat ble ſſed Being, that is Love '7tſelf, and who ſeems to delight himſelf in that am 
cable, that adomable (and if I may be allow'd fo ro ſpeak) darling Attribute of hf 
Mercy. I ſhall cloſe this Point in the eloquent Words cf one of the greateſt and mo 
learned Writers of our Church, on th Subject: The Reverend Dr. South, Vo. 
P. 144. When pray as heartily for my Daily Breed; when I ſtrùve with Pray 
« when | ſtrive with Prayers and Teats to make God his Friend, who himfelf wil 
not be mine; when I reckon his Fellcity amongſt my own Neceſſities, ſurely th 
« js ſuch a Love, as, ia a literal Senſe may he ſaid ro reach up to Heaven; to whid 
1 vill preſume to add, could only come down from Heaven too. Which ſugpeſ 
a ſecond Reaſon this Duty is grounded upon, namely, | | * 


9 . 


2. That it is the peculiar Charaeteriflick and Diſtinguiſhing Badge of the Chriſtian P 
ſeſſion, above all other Religions in the World, This js a Prayer which none but a Chr 
tian can ſay, and is the Practices cf that New Commardment, by which our Savio 

would have his Diſciples knowu, and diſcriminated among Men. It is fo obſcure 
deducible from the Law of Nature, corrupted, as it is, that the wiſeſt Moraliſts 
mong the Heathens, could never raite Vertue to ſuch a Pitch: To be arepg'd on v 
Enemies, was ip the Opinion of thoſe two great Gentile Sages, Ariftctle and Tully, ne 
only an Ad of Juſtice, but the commendable Property of an Heroic and Valiaur Sp 
ritt; and Mahomet in that bloody Syſtem of Crueliy, Lewdneſs, and Blaſphemy, h 
Alchiran, mak-s it the neceſſary Ci iterion of a Saint. The becepts, even of the Stoich 
the moſt rigid Sect, could carry Philoſophy no higher than ta the ſubduing our Pa 
ens, and patient erduring all Injuries, and cvtn that out of a ſivpid Principle of 4p 
thy. Human Reaſon could go no farther, till it was in prov'd, ic find, and perfe& 
by Divine Revelation. And even in the Fewiſh Law, this Duty was ſo faintly a 
weakly inculcated, and ſuch large Allowances granted pine ſtubborn and ſpightf 
people, in Caſe of Retaliation, that the Rabinical Gliſſes had not only quite eflac'd i 
but foiſteda Precept into its Room, in dite d Oppc ſi ion to it, to hate our Enemy. 1 
Contradiction to which, ſays our Eleſſed Savivur, Sr. Marth. v. 43. 1, that vw K 
pPhaticallv, I the greateſt Prophet and Law giver that ever came into the World, th 
great Meſſenger of Peace, the Author of the Goſpe], the Covenant of Peace, chat c- 
to reconcile God to Man, and Men one to another, it is I, that command you th 
New Commandment, Nane your Enemies, bleſs them that curſe you, do good to them thi 
hate you,and pray for them whichdeſpigbifuly uſe y'n and per ſecute you v. 44. A Jew perhaſ 
might with ſome HOifficulty have forgiven his Enemy but fo pray for him, and that tg 
when in the midfi of Torments and Perſecuions, wes ſuch an Evangelical Parados 
as none could enjoin, but He that was ſo gloriouss an Example of it too. The PraQtic 
of this Duty was ſuch a Shock upon the Primitive Proſclytes to Chriſtianity, that ne 
thing ſt⸗gger'd their Faith ſo much, and efcaſtor'd that witty Saying, that Chriſt 
praying Lazarus out of his Grave, was pot half ſo great a Miracle as his Praying fo 
nis Eremies on the Croſs. Yer if we own ourſclers Difciples of that Crofs, and e: 
pect to be ſav'd by the precious Blood that was l:, d upon it, we muſt ſubmit 
this, its pecullar and indiſpenſable Doctrine. We muff not only return Contumell 
and Reproaches, with Silence or good Language, Injuries with Benefits, Curſes wit 
Bleſſings,” but we muſt brfs our Enemy when He is angry, end comes to betray u 
follow the great Captain of our S-lvarion through all his Sufferings, and pray that th 


| mercileſs Hand that exccutes us may find Mercy. Which leads me 10 a Third Reaſd 
Namely © | e e 9) | 

3. We are oblig'd to pray for our Enemies, becauſe they ars the Inflrumerts ef God 
Fuſtice and Proviaence here be w. e ought. ia general not only to ſubmir to, b 


To pray that God's Will man be dane in all the yarious Diſpcaſations of bis. Por 


N 
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dam in the Govyernmentof the Word. And as we muſt reſt aflur'd, that the moſt 


emiogly hard aud voughagminiſtraiions of it are ordain'd for good and prudent Ends, 


dd if rightly applied, will inf i ob produce them; ſo are we, not only for that Reaſon 
d acquielce in, but to thauk G. d for theit Appoin ment, ſtill looking vp to the ſupe» 
or Agent, and fiſt Pi. incipit cf Motion, that directs ell theſe ſerond Canſes here 


low; thar can biwg Liehr out df Darkneſs, over rule, and i Occaſion be, tet 


ide the Pe wers and Opefations of Nature, ind mike her bring forth Cootrarieties 
her ſe f. This ſettled Notion of the Goodgefs and Omni potence of Providence 


Ir all times ſanct ſy and reconcile the ſeveteſt Afflictions and Troubles ta us, and 


pt only render us eaſie under their Pre ſſures, but makes us even bleſs the Rod that 


nices us, and thus chaſtiſes us 1a Mercy for our Benefit and Reformation, © As all 


t Sotrows we endure may be imputed to ſeme Sins, that have previouſly deſery'd 
d brought them down on our Heads; ſo if Me copſider them as only Temporal Pun- 


bments, 1nfliQed for the Prevention of Sternal, they muſt be the greaceſt Blenſſings 


dd can ſend us, aud conſequently worthy of our Prayers, for _thofe who are thus 


rumental in conveying them to us. When thefe ſudgments fall vpon u, and we. 


e delivered up into the Power of our Egemics, we ought not to wreak our Malice 


ad Splecn upon them, but to rerurn the meck Anſwer of Old Eli; It is. the Lord, : 


bim do what ſcemeth him god; 1 Sam. 3.18. Or with Fob, The Lord hath given, 
id the Lord hath taken away; Bliſſed be the Name of the Lord. Job 1 21. When the 
oyal Pſalmiſt's Guards ſolicited their King and Maſter to have aveng'd the I npreca- 
ons of Shemei with the Expence of his Life, and to have waſh'd away his Blaſphe- 
y with his Blood, with what inimitabſle Patience, and Good Nature, does that gen- 

Prince skreen the Traitor from their Vengeance, as being a Puriſhment ſent from 


od upon him. Then ſaid” Abiſhai the Son of Teruish, why ſhould this Dog eur ſe my , 
ord the King ? let me go over Fpray thee and tabe off his Head. and the King ſaid, 
hat have Ito do with you, ye Suns of Zeruiah ? let him curſe; becauſe the Lord bath 
id unto him, Cui ſe ye David. Who ſhall then ſay, Wherefore haſt thon done ſo ? 2 Sam. 


6. 9, 10. When God by his Permiſſive Providencefoes not prevent, or by his 4. 
e lets looſe our Enemies upon us (as he did Rein and 22 


37.) to torment and afflict us for our Crinxs, we ought to eſteem them as Offi-, 


Td 


rs and Kxecutioners of Divine Jufticc, and to treat them as his Repreſentatives, leaſt = 


ply ye be found even to fight againſt God. Acts 5. 39. 


There cannot through the whole Hiſtory,both of the F:wiſh and Chriſtian Church, : 


produc'd tao more lively Inſtances of this Duty of Praying for our Ene mics un- 
Er che moſt galling aud vexatious Circumſtances imaginable, than what we read off; 


We One under its State of Captivity, and the Other under its P/imirive Perſecution, 
ake che Matter thus excellently fer forth in the Words of our Church. Will yu 


ar the Scripiures concgning this moſt neceſſary Point. Part 1. of the Hom againſt 


al againſt Fudah, 2 King * 


eb. 4 Texhort therefore (ſaith St. Paul) that above all things Prayer, Supplications, - 


Interceſſions, and giving of Thanks, be had for all Men, for Kings, and all that are 
in Authority ;, that we may live a quiet and peaceabie Life with all Godlinefs : fir that 

is good and acceptable in the Sight of God our Saviour, &c. 1; Tim. 2. This is St. 
Paul's Council. And who, I pray you, was. Prince over the moſt Part of the 
Chriſtians, when God's Holy Spirit, by Sr. Paul's Pen, gave them this Lefſon 2 
Ferſooch, Gafrgala, Clandius, ur Nero, who were not only no Chriſtians, but Pa» 


gans, and moſt cruel. Tyrants. Will you yer hear the Word of God to the Jews, 


when they were Prifaners under Nebuchadonoſor King of Babylon, after they had 


ſlain their King, Noble“, Parents, Children, and Kinsfolks, buried their Country, 


Cities, yea. Feruſalem it ſelf, and the Holy Temple, had carried the Reſidue, re- 


maing alive, Captives wich him into Babylon ? Will ye hear yet what the Pro- 
phet Barach ſaith unto God's People, being ia rhjs Captivity. Bar. I. 2. Pray you, 
ſaich the Prophet, for the Life of Nebuchadonoſor King of Babylon, and for the 


Life .of Balchaſar bis Son, that their Days may be as the Days of. Heaven upon Earth; 
that God al{o may give us Strength, and lizhten our Eves, that we may live under 


/ 


wicked tho repenang Mane More ls R ingdom? If the Prajers of Faith can ſave 


the Prophet Barach his Wor«'s, which are ipoken oy him unto th: People 


to reign over them. To wh ch | ch add the agreeable Words of Feremy to i 


& 


are put up to Gail for ſo Pious and Religious an End as this? They cannot return 


lo A 


lajatiice, C' uelty, and Malice, be alſo Inft: uments of their own Destruction, an 


The Amalebites ve know were diſcomfircd mgre by Miſet' Hands held up in Prayer 
than by the Sword of Fiſhua; which recerv'd «li iis fatal Ed ee and Exc cutiou from 


be Duty of Praying for our Enemies. 
. 53. fas of Nebnchadonolor King, of Babylon, and under the Protec ian of Balthäf 
i Son, that we may lang do them Service, and find fawur in thetr ſight : Fr 
« xs alſo wnto the Lord our God, fer e bave ſinned againſt the, Lord «ur God. Thus 


% God, of that King who was a H:athen; a Tyrant, and cruel Oppreſſot of theg 
and had a Marcherer of many Tnoulands of their Nation, and a Deſtroyer 
© cf their Country, Wh. a Conteſſion that theif Si s bad defet ved fuci. a Pain 
ſame people under the ſame Circumſtances: dee the Peace of the City whither 
 bave cauſed you to be carried away Capti vet, and pray unte the Lord jor it r for in N 
Peace thereof ſhall ye have Peace. Jet. 39 ). To conc'uec this esd; As our K. 
mics are ſear us by God, (accidentally and ur:kaowi:gly as to them) tor the Scoyrg 
of out Sins, they ate tlie great Od jects of our Compaſſi on and Prayer:, leſt by b 
ing employ d as che Veſſ.ls of God's Wrath a'2inſt us here, they may, by their ow 
Veſſels of Eternal Wrath hereafter. Which beuge me in the next Pl. ce. Py. 
I. Firſt, To contider farther chis Dury, 4. it regards or Eneir,) himſelf, whom u 
mult ſtu l allow ro be our Brother, and conſequently 1otict'd.to our Af. Aion, aud Prayer 
For his Enmicy can never depinve him of hi Hamunity, or etface me Image of G0 
ſtampt on his Pe rion · But perhaps he may be uin d ro us uader 2 ucater and mo 
ſicred Alliance, as he is a Member of the lane Body, as he 14 redeemi'd by the a 
Blood, 28 he js a Scrvaut ot the fame God and huren, as he 1s a Subj & of rheſamy 
Government and Country, and involv'd in the ſane Common leccrefis and Happigeſ 
With ourſelves : Upon all which &c.ouars, whatever Injurjes or Me ogs he 10 ha 
done us in Private. h: can n ver be cxciuded our Prayers for the Fublich Goin, | 
2 Srcondly, Praying for our Enem, may be the m ſt effettuzl Means of his Converſe 
and Reconci/tati n both to God, ard ourjelves, St. Paul ſays, If thine Enemy hunger feed 
him, if he thirſts, give him drink for in ſo doing thou ſhalt beap C-uls of Fire on hit Head 
Rom xit. 20. Now if ſo {mall a Token of Kivuneſs can notify and malt down, the 
obdurate Heart of a relcnting Adveriaty, crreamly ſu h a woble and exalred Iuſtaceq 


of our Love, when we app y to Heaven in his behalf, and cal down Omuipotence td 
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his Succour, is en2ugh 0 break the molt fl aty Conſtitution, and like Moſes's Rad, rg 
diſſolve even a Rock of Strife luto Tears,  Rirdneis and Patience may corquer u ha 
Force and Power cannot; it could difarm Eu ot his Hatred, and the Sans of theing 
Revevge, and gain that ViRory by Friendſhip, which never cold be obrain'd by Ward 


the deadly Voice of the Prophet. Such is the Power of Prayer that nothieg ca 
withſtand ir. What Miracles have not been wr ught by che Intercefiins of thoſe great 
Favourites of Heaven, MWh, David, Elis, Fob, Daniel, and Jeremy, Whoſe Prayers 
have ſav d Nations, diverted the Anger of Goa, and over-rul'dihe towers of Nature? 
How many Miltoos fell with che bended Knees of an Ala, Fehoſaphat, or Hizekiah # 
Could not the Supplicattons of a Pious Queen Efther deliver het People, and cv=n of a 


the Sick, and the fervent effectual Prater of « Righteous Man availeth much, St. Fam. v. 
I's: 16, What Sy:ceſs may we promiſe gurſcl»es il: ſuch cthcacious Prayers ſi d, that 


empty, they mult tele Heaven by an Holy Violence, and like Jacob wrefile with God, 
till they obtain che Bleiling. So powerful was tins Prayer ct our Saviour upon the 
Cro 3, that as a learn'd prelate obſerves in the Space of Filty five Days, it converted 
Eight thouſand ot his Enemies. And very probibly to that aft dtionate Iacerceſſion of 
St. Stephen (who ſo ex ictly trod in his blelled Maſter's Steps) may be attributed the 
Converſiga of Saul, chat violent Perſecuto; of the Church into Vaul, the no !els Eea- 

le of it. Who ſaw the barbarous Murder, and was conſenting when he heard 
thoſe Prayers that would naye made bis Exccutionets relent, had nor their HAAR 
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rder thin the Stones which they pout d on his Innocent Read. (As the quick and 
padcrful Propagation of the Goſpel in the World under the Gracious Influence of 
ad's Spirit and Providence may be jaftly impared to the Zea), Steadin: fs, and Re- 
lacjon of thoſe Glorious EccleftaRical Heroes that Noble Army of Martyrs, who foilow'd 
heiſt their Captain in Crimſon Robes, and ſeal'd the Frith with cheir Blood v ſo did 
receive no little Advancement from the Meekneſs of their Sufferings, and that Di- 


ne Charity, wherewith they recommended their Perfecurors to God's Pardon and 


rtainly that which Eclipſes all the leſſer Lights of the Church, and comes fo per- 
Aly up to that Holy Pattern I have been endeavouring to deſcribe, 1s, „that of the 
oyal Marryt ; whoſe Death had it preceded that of Feſus Chriſt, would have ſeem d 
true a Type of it, as it was the ex Tranſcript and Repreſentation of ir afrerwards. 


aſolence and Affronts he endur'd.in his Arraignment, Trial, and Condemnation, or the 
ame ful and cruel Manner of his Execution, as che vileſt of Slaves, and worſt of Ma- 
ſactors. Ig all wh'ch the King, and the Chriſtian were ſo well mixt and temper'd, 


Faith, and Fervency in Devotion, as would have broken the Hearts of au Enemy, but 
ch implacable Blood - thirſtiy Savages, that were equally bereav'd of Humane Na. 
are as Divine Grace. Ot how could ſuch Monrers without Shame and Confuſion of 


own his Life and Crown upon the Block, aud hear theſe laſt Dying Words, to. ſhew 


( 
have been the chief Cauſers of my Death; who they ade God knows ; | do not de- 


Nay, oot only ſo. but that they may take the right Way to the Peace of the King- 


% 


© Charicy commands me to endeavour to the laſt Gaſp the Peace of the Kingdom. 


end with ſuch uatractable, uagrateful, and irreconcileable Ruemiies, whom no Over- 
ares of Reaſon, Kindneſs, or Condeſcenſion can perſuade or ju>duec, but will 10ex- 


meſs of our Brother. This, 


Ny of Neceſlit 
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ercy. Every Page in the Sacred Annals ſhines with ſuch Iſſuftrivab Examples; but 


hether we conſi det the barbatous Indignicies he ſuffer d in his Life, the intalerabl: 


ajefly and Humility, Magnammity and Meckneſs, Patience and Charity, Conſtancy in 


ou (ſays the bleſſ:d King that now ſiis on the Right Hand his Saviour), © That I am 
a good Chriſtian, I have forgiven all the World, and even thoſe in particular that 


ſire to keow, I pray God forgive them! But this is not all, my Charity muſt go 
« farther ; I wiſh chat they mzy repenr, for indeed they have committed a great Sin 
© in that Particular, I pray God with St. Stephen that this de no: laid to their Charge. 


dom; for myChatity commands me not only to forgive particular Men, but my 


ow, if we ſhare the Misforcune of this moſt pious and truly Chriftian Prince, to n- 


prab!y hold out, aad are reſolved to be Heal both to our Prayers and Entreaties, and 
and when we propoſe Terms of Peace, make themſelves ready to Battle; we have ac- 
guitted ourſelves both before God and Man, we have done our Parts, and may leave 
Shem 25 7rexcuſable, to the diſpoſal of Providence ; which if it does not convert their 
WHearts, will, at laſt, tye up their Hands, and clog che Chariot Wheels of ſuch obdurate 
Pharoahs, that they ſhall not di ive ſo furioufly againſt us. But cis to be hop'd, tho 
the World is very wicked, there ate but few ſuch Pcodigies m NRure to be found, 
And let us conſider, if our Prayers ſhould meer with tha: happy Succeſs, we wiſh for 
and endeavour, what a bleſſed Comfort and Satisfaction will 1; be to us in this Liſe, 
to have counter - plotted and de feited the Devil's Deſigns, to have re ſcu d the Sollls of 
our poor Brethrea out of eternal Perdidon, to have made Pcofelites and Servants to 
God, Fricads iaſtead of Euemies to oarſe ves, and Heirs to that Kverlaſtinz Bliſs 
and Glory, to which we entitle ourſelves by this Great AR of Charity. For, let us 
bnow, that if we thus convert a Sinner from the Error of his way, we ſhall ſave 4 Soul 
rom Death, and ſhall hide a Maltitude of our own Sins, and ſhall ſhine like Stars for 
ever and ever, St. Fames v. 20. Charity therefore to ourſelveʒ would induce us to 
exerciſe this Chatity of our Fnemier, which 1 attended with ſuch an infinite and in- 
exprefſivle Reward, which will thus require Mercy with Metcy, Pardon in Heaven, 
with pardon on Earth, aud will be as c / re 2 Tranferr cf our Debts upon the Forgive - 
| indeed, is a laying up a, Store for ourſelves, a gtd Found a> 
; that we ma) attain eter- 


J 


zce, and Abhorrence of their own deteſtable Villany, fee tnis Imperial Saint lay 
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Ah all Prayer and Supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all Perf, 
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it. Put 1 confeſs, from fone P-flapes cf *enpure. there ſeems ſore Kesten ie 
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The Duty of Praying for our Enemies. 
* $5. A Third Rraſon to move us to prav for our Enemies is, becauſe they ſ» bt 
tand in need of our prayers; as Sinners againſt ws, and can't with ut our Interceſſon, £ 
Jide, at leaſt, be pardin'd by God, St: ams v. 16 We are comman ded by tne 4po 
to chr feſt our Fault: one © another, and to pray cre for not her; that we may te hea 
Which Injnaction particular}. teſpects the Cffi ce of the Sick, who could neit 
ordmarihj receive Abſolut ion of their Sins, or a Cure of the Diſtemper, without a p. 
ticular ConfeJion of the One, and che prayers of the Charch for the Other, wich 
thoſe primerive Times were tGiraculoys 1G their Operations, Rr ſtoring the Siek wi 


_ Cur any farther Reme dies. But fhentwas 2 Neceſſary Condition as well as h to bt 


the Peace of God, and reai Comfort to penftent Souls, net oufir 10 be rec ncil'd tot 
whole World, and particula ly thofe they had injar d, but fo befeech God a'fo 

forgive All thoſe they themſclves had been in jur'd by, wihouc which, no one cou 
receive Abſolution. ot be admitted to the Hy Szcrzmrut. Eu? hy this miy in þ 


\ ncular reſpect the Office of the Sick a it equal obliges all in Health, whoſs Sclvarf 


depends on the fame Terms, VVe ære a ound tn pry for each other, for the ꝙ 
tual Pardon of our Offences, Anti thoſe Inte: ceſſi us ae iHquir'd, not r from . 
Superiburt, who may ſeem to have more Intereſt and Favour in the Court of He. 
ven; but alſo from Inferiourt, for thuſe that are above them. Tre Apoſtles then 
ſelves, who we may think need very little of other Mens Prayers, very quent 
| requeſt to be recommended to God by. the Prayers of ihe Fathful. Rom. 1 4 
30. Now, I beſeech y'u BErethren ( ſrys that choſen Veſſel of God; St. Paul 
for the Lord Jeſus Chi iſt's ſake, and for the Love of the Spuit, that ye flriu 
together with me in your Prayers to God for me... Aud agzin, Praying always wir 


verance and Supplicatin for all Saintt; And for me, that utter ance may be given unt 
ine, that I may open my Mauth bot diy to mabe bnown the Myſtery of the Goſtel. Eph. 6 
18, Ard ſo in leveral other Places. Nev if the te) beſt of ten thus tand in nee 
of the Prayers of others ſo much below chemſe ves, in Virtue ae Relfgion (and v 
. cant ſuppoſe rhe Apoſtle thus imporrunately to heve begg'd for a 1 hing of no; ett 
and cheſe Prayers are as tere the neceflary Aulteſſe: ro obttin theſe Bie ſiings fre 
the Throne ot Grace; How much more highly iequ fire will be the Perpions of cholg 
that ſuflet under lojurics, for thoſe that are the fintul Au hers Cf them ? L will no 
preſume to carry this Point goo far, ſoas to zff.re they cut be forgiven” v1 hou 


\ conclude, if this Tarerc fin 15.007 abſlately r4qn ſite, to the. Remiſizon! of ou 
* Adverſarics Offence, tis, at 1-301, a very grear aud prevailing Mive with God for it 
To make thts Matter a I:ttje clear, We read that when 4b:mclech had ony intende 
to have defil'd 4branam's Wife, Gen. xx. hot knowing her to be ſe, but miſt King 
her, accordiog io th: ir own Prevarication, for his Ser, that whey God thre nec; 
to puuiſh him f-verely, tor this hs interded Lewdneſs aud j Htice, thö' ne was no 
confcions of the Heirguſneſs uf his Crime; he ſends him to Alraham co intetcedt 
for his pardon, for he 75 a Prophet ((aus God) gud he ſhall pr as for thee, and ihoa ſhal 
tive and if thou Teftare her not, Kom that thou halt mrerty die thou and ail that are 
thine, ver. 5, And accordiog'y ve ſiad that God tevers'd his Judgment upon Abra 
bam's prayer, When the Few, hid fo lighiy provek'd God it the bfenec of 4 
ſes, their Jegeral, on the Mor, agar whom they had not only rebel. d, but 4 
gainit God by Adolatry, its vary R-emirkable that when tber meck Prophet mier 
ceded with God for their pardon, off. ring bis own Ii e, 28 2 Sacr.fice, 2% Rantor 
for them, God Almighty replys, L et me alne, that wy Wrath icy wax loot ag den 
them. Exod, 32. 10. As if the Divine Power was, as torte, arpeticd and fuſpr . dos 
udon his prayer, and rhe Lord hearken'd to the Vice of a Aan, to ſtep the Couric © 
his Juſtice, an1yrovdegre,. When that wicked 7erohoam th cod torch E. 
Amo ſmite the Prophet at Het hel, the- Lord dried vp his ſacr i- gicu's Hand, {> th 
he con'd n0t pat it in again to bim, 1 Kings „. ver. 4. ar. d there it ftogd a wi % 
8 U = 222 { ; 
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B The Duty of Praying fer our Enemies. | 
his Adverſary. I ſhall produce but one In ſtance more, and that is the remarkable 
ſe of Fob, which ipeaking. very fully to the point before vs, when God intended 
move, revenged his Quairel againſt his Ecemics, u ho had fo baſely inſulted and | 
dns'a him in his Misfortune, he would not accept their Sacrifice or Repentance, but 
the Mediation of Fob himſelf. Take unto you now (ſays God) ſeven Bulocks, and ſe-' 
Ramt, and go to my Servant Job, and f er up far your ſelves a Burnt Offering, and 
y Servant Job ſhall pray for you, * him will 1 accept: leaſt I deal with you after y-ur 
olly, in that you have not ſpok«n of me the thing which is right, like my Servant Job, 
42. 3, Cc. So Eliphaz the Temanite, and. Bildad . the Shuhite, and \Z-phar the 
Jazamathice went and did according as the Lord commanded them, the Lord atſo accepted 
db; An1 the Lord tur wd the Captivity of h, when be pray'd for hy Friends, The 
divine Procedure in this Matrer docs, aur leaſt, warrant this Copcluſion, tliat tho 
vl may, if he pleaſes, without our prayers, parden our Enemies on their Repen- 
znce, yet that our prayers for them are of mighty Force and Prevailance wüh God, 
d obrajn the Acceptation of their perſons, and Repe ntaace, and to render the it Ad- 
nition to the Throne of Grace (if I may be allowed to ſpeak) mare Eaſy aod Sa- 
Sfatory. I defire h-re not to be miſunderſtood 3 not that either our prayers, of 
heir N pentanie can be zt all_avail.blc, or acceptable for them or cur ſelves, in the 
ight of God, but through che Merits and Satisf tion of our Great aud Only Ae di. 
toy Chriſt Jeſus; to the Benefit of whoſe Mediation and luterceſſion for our Ehe- 
les. This therefore muſt be underitood, as a conditional, aad ſubordinate Means 
Pere below, to qualifi- us for that Abſolutfor above. Th:re are ſome Sins that all 
aſuiſts 2gree, require. Reſtitution, in order to Remiſſion, ſuch as Extartien, Fraud. 
nt, Gains, and the like; and other that are almoſt incap ble of it, as Murder and 
dultery, in bath theſe dreadful Ciſes, rot only the Forgiweneb, but che prayers alio 
f the perſon injur d (where they mey be had) may poſſioly be very Conducite tg. 
yards, if not requ ſile for the pardon of the heiſin Injaring. Toudtleſs, both join'd 
dgether are of more Weight, and Efficacy; and may be look d upon as a Comps- 
Hon in Ordinary Couiſe of Fuſtice, and accepted as plenary Safistact.03, and ſo Can- 
el the Debt and Ch/igation on the Offenders Side. If + therefore we have any Re- 
ard to the Soul; and Bodies of our Enemiei, we muſt pray for the One Ladoming un- 
ler che Convictions of Sin and Goi'r, that the Other may alſa be deliver d from choſe 
Faſt Judgments ; the D vine Vergeance may othetwiſe whit upon them for our 
Fakes, And what an honcurable aud bleſſt d Offiee is this ! to ſtand, as 'tricre 18 


o. ſtep in, and iaterpoſe Mercy be wixt wirdifive Juſtice, and puniſhments; and 
ike the Angel with Abraham, to inte tcept the impending ſword, abd Skreen the ſucri- 
ce on the Altir. From th: great and good 'Scrwice we ma) do to our Enemies, by 
pur prayers for them, I ce in the liſt ace. x; 

II. thirdly. Ta cinſider this Duty as it relate: to dur ſelves. &ud here we ſh ll 
e find it flill ſuppor ted, by more atfecting, and beneſici il Reators, drawn f. om our 
wn Welfare, and Concerns, Aud firſt then, 8 . of 2 

1, We are to pray for our Enemies. becauſe of the great p ofits and Advantages we may 
p from th.m in the good Offices tbey do us. If affliction is the School of Vutbe, our 
demies ate to be efie mid, as only: our Maſters, or Tu ors that aie ſet cver us 
or our Admonitioa, Inſtroction, and Correction of our Faults, and though che 
d ſeip ine is rough, and uupdlatable, and pe. haps i: kſome to EH eſh and. Blood, vet 
t has its medicine Qualines, and if igh ly appiy'd will prove the bet Pnyück 
e can take The % Pſalmiſt ho to his great Sorrow had aſted deep of hi, 57 

er Cup, and whoſe whole Lite was almoſt one coniaucd Scene of Ticutle and 
$Katton from his E mies, tells vs the great Improvement 22d Expcil-nce that 
e hai g:19'd from chen, and particularly that Biond Heir ſty Alverſary Saul, in 
h. ſe Court he fo long liv'd, Hud made him wiſer than the Aged. This (fa,$* ) 
rough chy Commandmenis haſt thu made me, wiſer than mine Ene nies, iot th 
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he place of our Redee er; to d:precate God's Wrath, 2rd reconcile Man'to Cd; 


\ - The Duty of Praying for our Enemies. 
| ſac be, it is good for me that I have been affiifted, that I might learn thy Statutes, Pt 
cxix. 98, 99. ver. 19. * When a Man is ſet in the midſt of Spates and Dang: 
he waths, as twere upon the Battlements of a City undermin'd, aud oughr 
take good Heed to his Paths, when his prying add inquifirive Enemies are ready 
» ſwallow him up, Plal. Ivi, 5, 6 when they wreſt his Words, and all their Thought s are 
gainſt him for Evil, when they gather themſelves together, and hide themſelves, and ma 
his Stepi, when they wait for bis Soul. When he Is certain that all the Errayy ar 
Miſcarriages of his Life ſhall be laid open, his Frailties, Ignorances, and IG vir 
magnified into wilful and pre ſumpiuous Sins, and his good Name Joaden with Lies a 
Ss ders, and all the Artillery of that Accuſer rf the Brethren pourd on his guilt! 
Head. Then let him ſet Scourges over his Tboughts, and the Diſcipline of i/dom over 
Heart I: ft he fall before his Adver ſaries, and hs Tnemies rejoyce over him; Eccl 
xxiil. 2 3. it will require his utmoſt Prudence apd Caution ta ride out che Sroy 
and weather ſuch àa Dy of Treuble, and of Rebake and Blaſphemy. This is the Seafe 
to <xrrcife. his Chriſtian Virtues, when be is examin'd with Deſpitefulneſs and Tortur 
that his veekneſs may be hnown, and his Patience proved, Wiſd. ii. 19. this is che Tin 
to g up0N God for a double portion of his Spirit, for Fath and Perfeverance,,. fc 
Eu nility and Conſtancy, for an ardent Love of God, and Z:al for his-Glorv, a fir 
I uſt in his Providence, and Refigna i zu to his Wil, with an equal Contempt oft 
Fro«ns-and Temptations, the Alturements or Svfferings cf this World, when pur 1 
Oppoſition to his Duty, che Defence of the Truth, or the Diſcharge of a good Co 
ſcience, The Comfort os which will bear him- up above, 2nd carry him thro? all x 
T Torment, Drace, and Barburity, the Malice of Men or Devils can invent, an 
7 bring hm off more than Conqueror, thro* Chriſt that ſtrenęthens him; this indeed js a fie 
Furnace, wherein the Virtre of a Chriſtian 75 tried even as Siſier i tried, and out « 
v lich ir will come with ite true Sterling Weight and Luſtre. Now tho! theſe are th 
Accitental Ef ds of our Suffetrings from our Enemies, wrought in us by the Grace 0 
God, and quite Eonrrary to their Deſigns and latentions :; yet even Juſiice 29d dra 
tirude would oblige us 10 ĩuercede with God for their Pardon, who have been the O 
. Caſtons of doing us fo much good, that we may Jay, 1. 7s not an Enemy that has don 
this, but it was thou my bett Friend, who by laying wait for my Soul, haft been 
gteat Inſtrument in faving im. J 3 
Laftly, We mit pray for our Enemies, becauſe it is enoynd h Cod, as the alſolute Con 
J dition of praying for our:elves, If thou bring thy Gift to the Altar (ſays our Saviour) an 
there remembreſt that thy Rr other hath ought againſt thee 3, leave there thy Git bejore rhy 
Altar, and gn thy may, fu ſt-be recorcil'd to thy Brother, and then come and offer thy Git 
Sr. 3;atth.v, 21, c. So that an eatire Reconcilianon wich our Adverlaries is a he 
cc ſlary Quaitfication for 4 ro approach God's Altar for the Artonement of our on 
Sins; wtthour which, we are not fit to come into thy Divine Preſence ; it is tha 
| Wedding Garment, which if we are nat cloath'd witha!, we muſt. he fo tar from ex 
pecting to be acceptable Gneſis at the Holy Table, that we ſh2ll be caft nt into uite 
Du kneſs. N.y the Want of this dees not only. put in a Bar again our own Pardon 
but it turns our very Prayers into Sin; it readers them the moit dreadivl Curſe, and 
Ii precation upon our own Sou s, that our moſt bitter Enemy the Devil htalelf cou'd 
u cer. For by this we bind and ſeal our own Sins vpn vourlelves, we pray Dacnpart) 
on ourſelves cvc hin the ds prayer, and make a Covenant with Grd ior gur etergy] 
DeitruRton; ff we don' fulfil the Coruilion we ftipul ire, ro forgive in 25 full 22 
as we expect · o be ſorgiuen. If we will have cur prayers heard tor our ſelves we muſt 
earneſtly defige to have them heard for our Enemies; ve muſt labour for their Sal 
vetior, to ſecure our own, and therefore God forbzd that we far uid 114 in ceatic.s ra 
pray for thei! 1 Sam. Xii. 23. 5 : 
Thus I have endeavour'd ro preſs vpon you the Practice ofthis great Duty from ſ m 
of the moſt weight y Rer ſons it 15 founded upon, with Regard to Cod, ana Refrgion, ot 
Enemy, and eu ſelvet. I have fli:wn it to te the higheft IWitacion o God, wil th 
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Bk The Duty of Praying for out Enemies. e 
four Profeſſion ; that we ate oblig d to confider our Kuemies to be the Inſttuments 
God's Juſtice and Providence ; that they are our Brethen in Nature, in Government. 
kd Religion; that this is the mot likely Means to wock their Convetſion and Recon- 
nation to God and Map; that they moſt highly ſtand in need. of our. Prayers as Sin- 
rs againſt us, and can't be ſo eaſiſy pardon d withour cur Iaterce ſſion; that if right» 
made uſe of, they may prove Occaſions of great Beucfics io us in the Exerciſes of 
ur Chenſtian Graces; and laſtly, chat we can t pray for ourſelves ualeſs we pray for 
Enemies. 5 ff.... ĩ ᷣͤ LT ons N 
I am coꝝſcious how much I have tir'd out your Patience & ith this revipu Diſcourſe, 
t hope ir may be pardon'd_vpon fo pirticular an Oecaſion, eſpecizlly conſtiering 
at I am now pleading for a Duty, witch alt che Arguments and Eloquence in Na- 
re are, God knows, bur lirtle enough to enforce, © O£ / "I 
To concludè then, fine neither Innocence, nor Pieiy, Virtue, nor Wiſd.mt can ſecure 
d not diſdain to ſubmit fo, And whatever Sufſerings God ſhalt be pleas'd ro petmit 

em to vfl & upon us, let us receive them with Meckneſs and Pity, and ende vout 
d be ercome Evil with Good, by requiting their Malice with Kindnefs and Friendſhip, 
n order to which we muſt ſuppreſs all the jnordinate Motions of our Paſſious, and ſtifle 
Whe very Riſipgs of Anger and Revenge in cur Hearts, Ard as we muſt nor over. rate 
he Injuries we receive from them, fo neither muſt we re vile their Perions, or miſ re- 
reſent their CharzQers, as know ing that if Mercy, certainly Juffice is due even co 
ur worſt Enemies. Bur whatever Afflictions, or Oppreſſions they may bring on us, 
t us put eur Truft in God, and not fear what Man can do unto us, let us hold Fifi our 
nregrity and Profeſſion withaut war erirg, and never for Fear, Shame, or Intereſt re n- 
zuiſh 2 good Cauſe; and let us rake care of our Lives, that our Cotſciencę may no: 
Weproach us with deſerving ſuch Enemies, but that in the great Dy. of Account we 
nay appear blameleſs, and they may be found Liars toto us; in a, Word, ſince this 
Duty requires ſuch a Subſimity of Temper, and ſuch a Firmi#!s and Majeſty of Mind, 
s nothing but the Divine Grace can impært, we muſt have conſſant ReCourſer0 God. 
N Prayer for us, Eſal. v. 9. that he would lead us in his Rightcouſneſs becauſe of er Ene- 
nies, and make bis Way flrait before our Face; and by continued Mortification and 
Sef-deniel prepare our ſelves for it, always tefctriaàg our Cauſe to God as he proper 
Dad ge, and refting entirely contented in the Determinations of his good Urovidence, | 
if our ways pleaſe, the Lord will make our Enemies be at peace n itd us, Prov. xvi. 7. 
and will either ſupport us under, or deliver us out of their Hands. If God chaſten us, be 
will ſcourge our Enemies a thonſand. times more, to the Intent that when we judge, we 
hould carefully think of his Goodneſs, and when we our ſelves are judę d, we ſhould look for 


ORE OP 3 ( 3 | | 
Put on therefcre C as the EleF of God Holy and Beloved) Bowels F Mercy, Kindneſs, 
Humblen:'s of Mind, Meehneſs; Long. ſuffering, - Forbearing one another, if any Man have 

a Quarrel againſt any, even as Christ forgaus and pray d for you, ſo alſo do ye, Col. Iii. 1 2. 
Bc. And above all Things, put on Charity, which is the Bond of Perfetineſs ; and tet 
the Peace if God rale in jour Hearts YEE fot ge 


\ 


be beſt F Men from Enemies, let us patiently bear the Croſs which evea the of Gd 
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